
Q: Why do you think that organizing an International
Congress in Paris in 2022 is important?

A: More than one century now elapsed from the famous 
congress in Paris in 1900. I think that the status of 
French mathematics deserves this recognition, after the 
more recent events also in other European countries.

Q: Mathematics will play an increasingly important 
role in the scientific and technological advancement
of our societies. Would the organization of an 
international Congress in Paris seem important to 
you in order to strengthen the presence of 
Mathematics in the society and also to attract young
people to mathematics and science in general?

A: France has a strong long standing tradition in the 
interaction between pure and applied research in 
Mathematics. In more recent times, the first names 
coming to my mind are J.L.Lions and P.L.Lions and the 
most recent winner of the Abel Prize Y.Meyer. In areas 
that are nowadays becoming more and more central, I 
would mention Le Cun. To sum up, it is easy to imagine 
in this environment many activities and actors playing a 
role in the scientific and technological transfer or math, 
that can also play a role in the popularization of our 
discipline.

Q: The French application proposes to organize, 
before the congress, a significant number of 
schools for mathematicians from developing  
countries in general and,  more specifically,  for 



Africa. Obviously these activities are not part of the 
congress itself, but they could complement it in a 
very useful way. What do you think ?

A: I think that this is an excellent idea. Already France is 
actively involved, also through CNRS, in teaching 
activities for North African countries.

Q: Do you think that countries that are very 
advanced in mathematics should organize ICMs, or 
should they be reserved, if possible, for emerging 
countries/continents in mathematics?

A: Well, I think that there should be a balance between 
these aspects. It goes without saying that an ICM event 
might be important to boost math in a developing 
country (and even for the status of mathematicians of 
that country), but I would not be in favour of many 
consecutive meetings in developing countries or, 
anyhow, in countries that are not in the top list.

Q: Do you have suggestions for new actions that 
would be interesting to undertake around the ICM?

A: No particular suggestion at this moment, of course 
novelties have to be introduced with care because also 
tradition matters, in the organization of these events.


